~ Living with Fireand
— Firewise!
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Presentation Notes
The New Mexico State Forestry Division works primarily with private landowners in all aspects of Forestry including fire management (Suppression).

Wildland fire suppression responsibilities include jurisdiction on all Non Municipal, Non Federal, Non Tribal lands in the state.  There is a joint jurisdiction with Counties with this responsibility.

We work closely with local, state, federal and tribal agencies on fire suppression and forest and watershed health issues. 

State Forestry manages the statewide Firewise Communities Program, performing community assessments and providing technical assistance to Firewise Commities and local/county emergency management. State Forestry signs off on Firewise Communities USA applications. 
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State Forestry publishes an annual “Communities at Risk” report that ranks and lists communities around the state that are at risk to wildfire. 

The list is now roughly 600 communities long. 

State Forestry also coordinates the creation and renewal of Community Wildfire Protection Plans for municipalities and counties.  





Reducing Risk in Fire Prone Commt
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Background photo (Taken by Martin Maes (IT Guy)) Heatherland hills sub division in the east mountains.  Some homes in the interior were treated to standards and the USFS used NMSF inmates to treat the forest surrounding the subdivision with a heavy fuels treatment.

What is causing the fires? Human vs. Nature – Preventing human caused fires and being prepared for nature caused fires. 

Develop new ways to address old problems – prevention and outreach. 
Approaching community based issues AS a community. 
Assessing evacuation routes, ID’ing safety zones, working with local FDs to implement RSG and Firewise.
Communities with larger landowners or in-holding subdivisions need to consider larger scale land management and work with local state and federal agencies on potential treatment projects

A forest treatment may incorporate other objectives such as wildlife objectives or insect and disease concerns.

Discuss the Girl Scout Camp Fire Response plan and how similar publications can be adapted to neighborhoods and subdivisions. 



NM State Forestry and Public Partnerships.

* Firewise
* Ready Set Go!
e Community Wildfire Protection Plans
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There are 13 active Firewise Communities in New Mexico right now. While this number has been growing since our horrible fire season in 2011, it should be much higher. 

Community based program, operated at the local level. State Forestry helps coordinate the process of getting a community officially recognized, but it is tailored to suit the neighborhood, subdivision or community it serves. 

One obstacle is maintaining constant commitment to renew the program each year. There are requirements such as Firewise Days. Being a member builds community-wide actions to reduce the threat on a larger scale, allows members to access printed materials for distribution, and can help in the long run, with community wildfire protection plans. 

Ready Set Go is supported by local, state and federal agencies and is meant to be a tool to be used closer to home. If firewise is community or landscape scale, RSG is meant to be something used in and around the home. It’s a guide to structural readiness, checklists for evacuations and general preparedness.  




What can YOU do?
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Examples of the home ignition zone.. Something every homeowner, even in some urban areas need to consider. 

Structure Protection Zone
Fuelbreak Zone
Reduced Fuels Zone
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Beyond the home ignition zone,  the home itself is a potential hazard. 

Propaine tanks, Wood piles, wood fences, siding and decks are all  potential hazard areas. 

Add to that, home construction on eaves, vents, and windows can either add or detract from the risks to wildfire. 

Programs like Firewise AND Ready Set Go help raise awareness of these issues and give home and landowners good information to help them make better decisions. 
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Presentation Notes
Background photo is the lone surviving house from the lakes fire.  Some defensible space treatments were applied.  Also the house was covered with slurry during the fire.

Create or join a local Firewise Communities group.
Lead by example! – neighborhood buy in is a must!
Contact your local, state and federal elected officials. 
Day to day – Practice situational awareness – Even you can play a role in preventing wildfires!



- www.nmforestry.com

e www.nmfireinfo.com

* Facebook

e Twitter

 Email updates from NM State Forestry

e daniel.ware@state.nm.us/505-476-3336


http://www.nmforestry.com/
http://www.nmfireinfo.com/
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